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Dear all.
We live, for most of us, in unprecedented times. I am aware that our Churches have people who remember
World War 2 and have lived through dark and difficult times.
As Christians we are committed to doing the best we can to care for people at a time of great anxiety and
uncertainty. I am reminded of this verse from Deuteronomy 31:67; ‘Be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid
and do not panic before them. For the Lord your God will personally go ahead of you.’
It is heart-warming to hear some real good news stories. If you have any, please do let me know and we will
publish them.
At Trinity Methodist Church they have established a Facebook Group to share prayers, information and to
reach out to those in need. Church families are offering to buy shopping for those who are self-isolating, and
the Church building is to be open for prayer at the ‘normal’ worship time on Sunday morning. This is a good
news story. Practical help is excellent and please do follow guidelines in this practice.
So, what can we make of all this? Habakkuk 3:17-19 points to scarcity yet still we can be joyful in the Lord, and
Psalm 27:14 offers wise words for us all. As Church we are a sign of God’s light in this world, a symbol of hope
and comfort to our communities. At this time let us try and be this sign. Phone people, skype, not just family
but our neighbours too, send texts, set up What’s App and Facebook groups (and others this Luddite doesn’t
understand!) Let us be there for our communities, even though we are out of sight, let us not be out of mind.
Also, on a practical and spiritual level, I take comfort in Psalm 62:1-2 leading into Philippians 4:13. There are a
few of us working on how we can continue to bring the worship of God into your homes. Please do be alert to
this opportunity, with our focus, at this point, being on how we can somehow celebrate the greatest festival of
all we know as Easter.
There are resources for daily and Sunday worship on the internet. The Methodist Church website has these as
well as many other denominations. Please do take this opportunity to grow in grace and discover more of the
Lord Jesus Christ in prayer, Bible readings and meditation.
On the page is an act of worship, which I hope to send out in a similar format day-by-day. Initially, we will work
our way through the Lord’s Prayer. You may wish to use this, to share this, to go onto your Facebook Group or
to ignore this. I offer and know these words: “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in
weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9
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